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A NEW FLYCATCHER FROM SOUTHEASTERN SIAM. 

BY J. H. RILEY. 1 



In the winter of 1929-30, Dr. Hugh M. Smith visited a 
mountain range in southeastern Siam, extending eastward 
into Cambodia, the culminating peak of which is Kao Sabab, 
a little over 3000 feet in altitude, but south of the main range 
and more or less isolated. Five forms of birds were named by 
the present author from collections made there or on Kao Kuap, 
another mountain east of Krat and nearer the Cambodian 
border. 2 Last fall he paid another visit to Kao Sabab, securing 
additional specimens of Arborophila diversa and a male and 
female Gennaeus lewisi. Oriolus mellianus was found to be 
not uncommon, but hard to collect as it frequented the highest 
trees. This visit also resulted in the discovery of the following 
remarkable flycatcher which may be known as: 

Terpsiphone sababensis, sp. nov. 

Type. — Male, U. S. National Museum, no. 334037, Kao Sabab, south- 
eastern Siam, November 21, 1933. Collected by Hugh M. Smith (original 
number 6722). 

Similar to Terpsiphone periophthalmica (Grant) of the northern Philip- 
pines, but smaller, the tail less graduated, the center feathers only 6 mm. 
longer than the next pair. 

Description . — Wholly dull black with a bluish sheen in certain lights; 
belly white; under tail coverts white, the longer ones centered broadly 
with light grayish olive, and the basal ones with wood brown; under wing 
coverts black; thighs black. Wing, 86.5; tail, 95; culmen, 16 mm. 

Remarks. — Dr. Smith only secured a single specimen of this remarkable 
bird. The tail is little graduated; the center feathers only 6 mm. longer 
than the next pair, and the outer feathers only 27 mm. shorter than the 
central pair. There is no fleshy eye-ring. There are two or three russet 

i Published by permission of the Secretary of the Smithsonian Insitution. 

2Proc. Biol. Soc. Wash., vol. 43, 1930, 189-191; vol. 46, 1933, 155-156. 
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feathers in the scapulars on the right side, showing that the immature and 
probably the female have a brown plumage like most of the genus. Whether 
this species ever develops the long central tail feathers, it would be im- 
possible to say. 

Terpsiphone atrocaudata atrocaudata of Japan winters to some extent in 
Siam, but this species has a dark maroon-purple mantle and both the breast 
and belly are white. 



